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Trees are of high ecological, socio-economic and cultural importance. Despite their significance many trees are threatened by over-exploitation and habitat 
destruction, as well as by pests, diseases, drought and their interaction with global climate change.  In order to estimate the impact and cost of such threats to 
trees, and to plan effective conservation action, there is an urgent need to conduct a complete assessment of the conservation status of the entirety of the 
world’s trees – the Global Tree Assessment. 

There is a clear policy relevance of the Global Tree Assessment.  It supports the CBD strategic plan, directly addresses GSPC Target 2 and Aichi targets 12 and 
19, and also supports other international forestry and climate change policies. 

We present the current status of tree conservation assessments on a global and European level, highlighting recent advances and progress and outlining the 
next steps needed for completing the Global Tree Assessment.  

Recent developments in on-line taxonomic and collection databases, remote 
sensing data and associated analytical tools now offer an opportunity to 
conduct such a global assessment at a greater speed and with more 
accuracy. For the Global Tree Assessment to succeed, it will need 
participative, open-access approaches to data sharing and evaluation, and 
the development of an extensive global collaborative partnership, involving 
the coordinated effort of many institutions and individuals. 

There are ca. 10,000 conservation assessments of trees on 
the IUCN Red List (v. 2015.2). About two thirds of these 
trees have been identified as threatened with extinction. 
But, looking beyond the global IUCN Red List, new research 
indicates that over 25,450 trees have been assessed in the 
last few decades – of these 9,641 trees are threatened. 

Many more conservation assessments have been made on regional or 
national levels. Few trees have been assessed on the European scale (to 
date), however, many European countries have provided conservation 
assessments of trees as part of a national Red Listing effort.  A new project 
between BGCI and IUCN will ensure all 315 European trees will have a 
European Red List assessment by 2018. 

Complementing these 
national and regional 
efforts, several initiatives 
assessing certain 
taxonomic groups have 
been completed (see 
left). Work is also 
underway in the 
following groups: 
Magnoliaceae, Theaceae, 
Sapotaceae, 
Juglandaceae, Quercus 
and Hydrangaceae.  
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Can you help us save the world’s threatened trees? Do you want to be part of the Global Tree Assessment? 
Please contact us! 
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